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IN

CITY OF NORTH CANTON, OHIO

RE:

NORTH CANTOCN
CITY COUNCIL
VIRTUAL MEETING

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS

e et et e o et et e

Transcript of Proceedings held virtually before

North Canton City Council, taken by the undersigned,

Shannon Roberts, a Registered Professional Reporter

and Notary Public in and for the State of Ohio, at the

offices of North Canton City Hall, 145 North Main

Street, North Cantcon, Chio, on Monday, the 13th day of

July,

2020, at 7:02 p.m.
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APPEARANCES:
Daniel Jeff Peters, Chairman
Daryl Revoldt, Vice-President, At Large
Douglas Foltz, Member, Ward 1
Stephanie Werren, Member, Ward 3
Dominic Fonte, Member, Ward 4
Mark Cerreta, Member, AL Large
Matthew Stroia, Member, At Large
Stephan B. Wilder, Mayor
Patrick DeOrio, Director of Administration

Catherine Farina, Deputy Director of
Administration

Timothy Fox, Director of Law

Jina Alaback, Directer of Finance
Robert Graham, PE

Benjamin R. Young, Council Clerk
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MR. YOUNG: When you are ready, Mr.
President.

MR. PETERS: All right. Thank you, Ben.
At this time, I'd like to call to order the
North Canton City Council meeting, July 13th,
2020. The time is 7:02 p.m.

Mark, Dom, would you like to lead us in
prayer?

MR. CERRETA: Sure would. Sure would.

MR. PETERS: All right, Mark.

(Whereupon, Mr. Cerreta lead us in
prayer.)

MR. PETERS: A1l right. At this time, if
you would Jjoin me in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

(Whereupon, the Pledge of Allegiance was
recited.)

MR, PETERS: All right. Thank you. 2all
right. At this time, Council, for your
consideration, I need a motion and a second
to approve as presented --

MR, YOQUNG: Roll call, Mr. President.

MR. PETERS: Yep. I'm sorry. I'm
getting ahead of myself. Ben, please call

the roll.

Premier Court Repcrting
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MR. YQUNG: Member Foltz.

(No response.)

MR. CERRETA: Is he on mute maybe?

MR. FOLTZ: Did someone say Foltz? Here.
Sorry.

MR. YCUNG: President Peters.

MR. PETERS: Here.

MR. YOQOUNG: Member Werren.

MS. WERREN: Here.

MR. PETERS: Member Fonte.

MR. FONTE: Here.

MR. YOUNG: Member Revoldt.

MR. REVOLDT: Here.

MR. YOUNG: Member Cerreta.

MR, CERRETA: Here.

MR. YQUNG: And Member Stroia.

MR. STROIA: Here.

MR. YOUNG: Seven present,.

MR. PETERS: A1l right. Thank you, sir.
Now for Council's consideration, I need a
motion and a second to approve as presented
minutes from June 10th, 2020, Special Council
meeting; June 10th, 2020, Special Committee
of the Whole; June 15th, 2020, Committee of

the Whole; June 15, 2020 Special Council
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meeting; June 22nd, 2020, Council meeting;
and June 29%th, 2020, Committee of the Whole.

MR, FOLTZ: Feltz moves to approve as
presented.

MR. CERRETA: Cerreta seconds.

MR. PETERS: All in favor, say "aye."

MR. FOLTZ: Avye,

MR. PETERS: Avye.

MR. CERRETA: Aye.

MR. REVOLDT: Ave.

MR. FONTE: Avye.

MS. WERREN: LAye.

MR, STROIA: Aye.

MR. PETERS: Opposed?

{No response.)

MR. PETERS: All right. Motion carries.

All right. At this time, we have four --
four folks for recognition of visitors. Just
a guick reminder, there i1s a five-minute time
limit.

And at this time, Ben, I will turn it
over to you.

MR. YQUNG: All right. Mr. Osborne, are
ycu there?

MR. OSBORNE; I am here. Can vou hear
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me?

MR. YOUNG: Yes. When ycu are ready,
sir.

MR. OSBORNE: Chuck Osborne, 307 Fairview
Street, Scutheast, North Canton, Chio. My
primary topic is our poor little belabored
Bitzer Park. It's a very, very, very small,
little park, and it is under attack by our
own elected representatives.

Years ago, when the veterans memcrial was
put in there, that really should have been
relocated and had its own little set-aside
area. It could have been called North Canton
Memorial Park. But it wasn't. It was put in
there, It was a massive memcorial, done very
nicely. But it has not been protected and
respected. It is being utilized as a stage
for anything and everything that wants to be
put on at Bitzer Park.

I have begged and pleaded for four or
five years for some kind of fencing to
provide a demarcation of where that memorial
resides. It's on concentrated ground. And
we have seen nothing to set aside that

section of the park as a memorial, to go
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there and gquietly reflect on the sacrifices
that men and women have made for this
country.

We have the lovely Boss memorial --

Hoover memorial -- statute there, which,
again, takes up some space in the park. I
haven't measured. I don't know what
acreage-wise remains. It can't be much more

than maybe a third of an acre maybe.

The park is surrounded with some trees,
many majestic, very mature trees, very
healthy trees. The remarks that they are
undermining a sidewalk are without a basis
and fact. The prehlems are, along with the
improvements, when the park -- when the
memorial was put in, they duplicated the --
the pavers that were put up and down Main
Street.

And over the last several years, 1t has
been acknowledged that -- that Main Street
landscape precject really wasn't engineered
really correctly. There 1is nothing to really
support the pavers. They are sinking in some
places. It has nothing to do with the trees.

And speaking of trees, I don't know why
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the City 1s not ﬁaintaining its trees. 1
just recently hired Davey Tree to come and --
and feed my trees and provide some expertise
on maintaining those trees. The City should
be doing the same thing. And those trees
should be maintained.

To proceed with this amphitheater, this
stage, whatever you want to call it, and
obliterate and leave, 1 guess, as few as ten
trees -- there are many residences throughout
the City who have more trees than that in
their yard. This amphitheater, stage,
whatever you want te call it, could be put
down there scmewhere in the vicinity of the
gazebo, next te the Civic Center, or relocate
the Civic Center and put the amphitheater
there. You are cn a much safer street. The
speed limit is 25 miles an hour. There 1is
ample parking with three parking lots within
easy walking distance. You would not have to
cut down a single tree.

What remains of Bitzer Park needs to
remalin in perpetuity. You are transforming
this into a plaza, nct a park. We need to

maintain the trees, respect the memorial that
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has been set aside there, and relccate it in
a much safer area with more ample parking, so
we don't create reasons to shut down Main
Street like we have done many, many times,
driving traffic through the neighborhoods and
creating noise in nearby neighborhoods.

Sc, please, to spend nearly a half a
million dollars to have a little platform to
have events three or four times a year -- or
I don't know whatever you want to dream up
there weekly -- that is not the place to put
it. Thank you very much.

MR. PETERS: Thank you, Mr., Osborne.

MR. FONTE: Thank vyou.

MR. YOUNG: All right. Mr. Blubaugh, are
you there?

MR. BLUBAUGH: Yes, I am.

MR. YOUNG: When you are ready.

MR. BLUBAUGH: Okay. Hello, everyone.
Joseph Blubaugh, 25¢ Glenwood Street, North
Canten., I want to start cut mentioning that
the petition to save the trees at Bitzer Park
now has over 580 signatures. I think we
should admit that 580 is a significant

number. Even if 10 percent of them don't
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actually live in the City limits, there is
still more than 20 percent of the votes of a
typical at-large Council member received last
November, which is a significant percentage.
The citizens are trying to talk tc the City
ancd the City Council,

Most of us at this meeting want to have a
bandstand at Bitzer Park, but we disagree on
whether to keep most of the current trees as
enhancement to that bandstand or remove them
because they are an impediment to the success
of the bandstand. Really, our difference of
opinion is what Bitzer should look like.

I really appreciate that Mayor Wilder
took the time to meet with me last week., He
definitely wants to do what is right for the
City. But I think he is misguided and not
following the 2012 master plan as to what
Bitzer Park should look like.

It seems that the City planners want
Bitzer Park to be a larger versiocn of the
City Hall courtyard. They like the clean
lines, the manicured grass, the small trees
placed sparingly and symmetrically along

wide, concrete walkways. However, while the
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City Hall courtyard might be interesting to
lock at 1it, it is the opposite of what an
inviting park should look like.

Its few, small trees provide no shade for
the benches, so there is no reason for anyone
to visit the courtyard. The previous large,
beautiful trees in front of and beside City
Hall were replaced by a few small trees and
much more concrete. However, this change was
no -- 1is nowhere in the 2012 plan. This cost
the City a lot of money, only to make what
Wwas nice -- a nice, pleasant area into what
is new barren and uninviting.

When Mayor Wilder and I met at Bitzer
Park last week, we sat at a picnic table in
the shade of a nearby large tree. That tree,
and all the trees near the picnic tables,
will be removed according to the current
plan. City officials are not following the
2012 master plan. That plan knows that
pedestrians do not want barren, flat, wide
sidewalks. They want shaded sidewalks. Yes,
the sidewalks have to be ADA compliant and
without trip hazards, but there are

inexpensive ways tc do that and still have
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trees.

If we really want downtown to be a
destination, we have to make 1t pedestrian
friendly, and that requires large trees. S0
how do we get there regarding Bitzer Park?

We have to prioritize the trees. The
designers had to decide between having the
new fifth lane, having wide sidewalks, and
having the current large trees in Bitzer
Park. They knew they could only have two of
those three, but nct all three. They decided
that wide -- a wide sidewalk was not as
important as having the fifth lane and having
the trees. Sc they put in an ADA compliant,
but narrow, tree friendly sidewalk.

Trees require maintenance through
pruning, and tree-friendly sidewalks require
maintenance through repairing bumps caused by
roots. It was decided at the time to have a
soluticen that reqﬁired maintenance, because
that was the solution that made downtown more
pedestrian friendly. That was the right
decision then and it still is. We should not
remove trees and replace sidewalks. We just

have to maintain both.
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The 2012 plan shows the amphitheater in
Bitzer Park surrounded by large trees. We
should try to follow that plan. We should
not pay attenticn to theose who use scare
tactics about trip hazards on the sidewalks
and dying trees.

The review that was done a couple weeks
ago 1s a step in the right direction, but it
is not enough. The ODNR provides free
professional urban forest advice that could
help the City assess the benefits and risks
of the trees and sidewalks, but the City
refuses toc contact ODNR, even though the City
Council has asked them to. We have time, so
let's do this right. Thank you.

MR. FONTE: Thanks, Joe.

MR. PETERS: Thank you, Jce.

MR. YCUNG: Our next was submitted for
City Council prior to the deadline per our
public notice for the meeting tonight. And I
will read it for you now.

Denise James, 546 North Main Street,
North Canten. I am writing about the trees
at Bitzer Park. A park needs trees, and it

will need the trees to grow big enocugh to
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provide shade. I remember how hot it was at
the 720 Market, Main Street festival, the
Canton symphony, the farmers' market, because
none of those events have —-- had, slash, have
shade trees,.

Why can't the bandstand be built and
leave the rest alone? It's a lovely -- it's
lovely just the way it is. And do we really
need to cut all the pines just tc make a lane
for the bandstand? Why didn't the plans call
for as many trees to be saved as possible?

As parts and bits of the sidewalk being
barely ADA compliant, why wasn't that width a
problem when an extra land {sic} was added,
causing the sidewalk to be narrow?

Extra -- I believe she meant "extra
lane.”

Can't the sidewalk remain brick and just
be even? North Canton should be planting and
encouraging to plant more trees. We have
blighted properties up and down Main Street.
Let's focus on those and leave the gem of
Nerth Canton alone. Thank you, Denise James.

MR. PETERS: All right. Thank ycu for

that, Ben.
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MR. YQUNG: And, lastly, we have Ms. Jodi
Farnsworth, Ms. Farnsworth? Make sure she
is unmuted. Ms. Farnsworth, are you there?

THE WITNESS: I am. I 1ive at 535
Pershing Avenue, Southeast.

MR. CERRETA: Somebedy needs to put their
stuff on mute.

THE REPORTER: Yes.

MR. CERRETA: Let's everyone put their --
their phones on mute, please, because -- for
respect. Thank vyou.

MR. PETERS: Hey, Ben, can you hold on
until I can get everybody on mute here?

MR. YOUNG: Yeah.

MR. PETERS: Mrs. Farnsworth, 1
apologize; 1if you could bear with me for cne
second.

M3. FARNSWCRTH: ©Not a problem. That's
fine.

MR. PETERS: Okay. All right. Looks
like we are good to go. Ben, go¢ ahead and
take over.

MR. YOUNG: You may continue, Ms.
Farnsworth.

MS. FARNSWORTH: Okay. Thanks. Thanks
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sc much. I had -- I cbviously have no facts
or the history of all those -- like the other
speakers had regarding Bitzer Park. I have

been basically following it on Facebook and
through people talking.

And as I'm well aware, you —-- the whole
Council, the Mayor 1is aware of the
community's outcry about this. And I didn't
know what your plans were. I just -- my
thought was, there is an underlying reason or
something pushing for Bitzer Park.

Of course, I agree with everyone about
the trees. But I also think it involves --
it's just a very busy intersection. You have
the fire station right there with the sirens
and just everyday passing traffic. It
doesn't really seem conducive to, you know,
hold an event.

I do agree with -- I can't remember -- I
think i1t was Mr. Csborne; you know, there are
50 many other options. Price Park being
excellent. You have got the space, as well
as the parking.

And I just didn't know if this was a yes

and a go, 1f you are going to be listening to
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the citizens who are saying they do not want
whatever agenda it is that the -- that the
committee wants or the Council wants to have
it in that area. And I was hoping to find
out that it will either be -- yocu know,
people will be listened teo, there will be a
vote on this, rather than the Council just
going ahead and doing with their original
plan. Thank you.

MR. FONTE: Thank you.

MR. YOUNG: Ms. Farnsworth was cur last
recognition of visitor for tonight.

MR. PETERS: All right. Ben, thank vou
very much. Thank you all for the comments.

Okay. We will move on to old business.
May I have a moticon and a second to read by
title only Ordinance 34-20°7?

MR. REVOLDT: Revocldt moves,

MS. WERREN: Werren seconds.

MR. PETERS: All in favor, say "aye."

MR. FOLTZ: Aye.

MR. PETERS: Aye.

MR. REVOLDT: Avye.

MR. CERRETA: Aye.

MR. FONTE: Aye.
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MS. WERREN: Aye.

MR. STROIA: Aye.

MR. PETERS: Opposed?

(No response.)

MR, PETERS: All right. Motion carries.

Tim.

MR. FOX: &n ordinance amending part 11,
planning and zoning, of the codified
crdinances of the City of North Canton,
specifically Chapter 1181, amendments, as
described below.

MR. PETERS: All right. Thank you.

Chairman Rewvoldt.

MR. REVOLDT: Thank you, Mr. President.
As we discussed in prior sessions, this
amendment 1s administrative thrcugh the
zoning ordinance. It creates two
administrative changes -- or introduces two
administrative changes.

The first is to improve the process and
to improve customer service. It authorizes
the Clerk to manage and track the process,
and it requires that an applicant meet with
our Building Officer prior tc submission of

a —-- of a request to the Planning Commission.
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We believe that this will save applicants
time, energy, and resocurces if a discussion
and identification potential issues can be
had befcre they get to the Planning
Commission.

I would urge -- 1f there aren't any other
guestions, I would urge that we adopt the --
or I make a motion that we adopt the third
reading of Ordinance 34-2020, if there are no
questions.

MR. PETERS: All right.

MR. FONTE: Daryl -- Daryl, it's Dominic.

MR. REVQOLDT: Yeah.

MR. FONTE: So the concept is to try to
meet with the adviscor, in essence. Because I
know a lot of people get confused by the
proper protocol. So they den't waste time
and money. So that's really, I think, =z
smart ildea. If it isn't, like, meeting with
a censultant in ocur in-hcuse, you know, they
can have a video tc watch ¢f the standard
procedures of whatever it is they do. So I
think it's a good idea.

MR. REVOLDT: Thank you.

MR. PETERS: Okay. Anyone else?
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MR. REVQLDT: Is there a second?

MR. PETERS: Yeah.,

MR. FQLTZ: Foltz seconds.
MR. PETERS: All in fawvor,
MR. FOLTZ: Aye.

MR. PETERS: Ave.

MR. REVOLDT: Aye.

MR. CERRETA: Avye.

MR. FONTE: Ave.

MS. WERREN: Aye.

MR. STROCIA: Aye.

MR. PETERS: Opposed?

(No response.)

MR. PETERS: All right. Me¢tion carries.

Thank you, Daryl.

A1l right. At this time, may I have a

motion and a second te read by title only

Resolution Number 3-20°7

MR. CERRETA: Cerreta moves.

MS. WERREN: Werren seconds.

MR. PETERS: Werren seconds.

favor, say "aye."
MR. FOLTZ: Aye.
MR. PETERS: Aye.

MR. REVCOLDT: Aye,

say "aye.

211 in
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MR. CERRETA: Aye.

MR. FONTE: Ave.

MS. WERREN: Aye.

MR. STRCIA: Avye.

MR. PETERS: Opposed?

(No response.)

MR. PETERS: All right. Motion carries.

Tim.

MR. FOX: A resclution authorizing the
pick-up of employee ccntributions for the
voluntary purchase of military service credit
for City of North Canton eligible, full-time
employees of the City's police and fire/EMS
departments, who are members of the Chio
Police and Fire Pension Fund, through a
payroll reduction pickup plan.

MR. PETERS: All right. Thank vou, Tim.
This is our third and final reading. Jina
has addressed this twice in prior Council
meetings., If anyone has any further
questions for her, let's take them now. If
not, I'll ask for a meotion to adopt -~ a
motion and a second to adopt the third
reading.

MR. REVOLDT: Revoldt moves.
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MR, CERRETA: Maove,
MR. FOQOLTZ: Foltz seconds.

MR. PETERS: All right. Revoldt moves.

" "

Foltz seconds. All in favor, say "ave.
MR. FOLTZ: Aye.

MR. PETERS: Aye.

MR. REVOLDT: Aye.

MR. CERRETA: Aye.

MR. FONTE: Aye.

MS. WERREN: Aye.

MR. STROIA: Aye.

MR. PETERS: Opposed?

(No response.)

MR. PETERS: All right. Motion carries.

Moving on to new business. May I have a
motion and & second to read by title only
Crdinance 40-207

MR. FOLTZ: Foltz moves.

MR. CERRETA: Cerreta moves,.

MR. FOLTZ: Foltz seconds.

MR. PETERS: All right. All in favor,
say "aye."
MR. FOLTZ: Avye.

MR, PETERS: Aye.

MR. REVOLDT: Avye.
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MR. CERRETA: Aye.

MR. FONTE: Avye.

MS. WERREN: Ave.

MR. STROIA: Aye.

MR. PETERS: Cpposed?

{No response.)

MR. PETERS: All right. Mction carries.

Tim.

MR. FOX: An ordinance authorizing the
Director of Administration to establish
rental rates for City owned buildings,
facilities, parks, sport events -- I beg your
pardon -- sport fields, and portions thereof.

MR. PETERS: All right. Thank you.

Chairman Foltz.

MR. FOQOLTZ: Yeah, I wasn't here last
week, so I'm just looking at this, not
knowing exactly what was discussed on
committee. I'm sure Stephanie or Director
DeCric can weigh in.

It just seems to me like we are giving
the administration the -- the right to just
kind of examine some of our rental and
building fees, field fees, and so forth, so

they stay on pace with what other communities
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are doing and what makes sense for us as far

as our —-- our costs involved with it and so¢
forth.

So I'm in favor of this. I would just
like to meet with -- as a committee chair,

with Member DeOric before we actually do it,
just to kind of review it before it actually
comes to Council. But I think he has done a
great job now as far as locoking at some of
our rate structures with Dogwood Shelter,
and -- and some of our other amenities.

So, Stephanie, if you wanted to weigh in,
you are on committee, or Pat, that's fine.
I'm just trying to move it forward.

MS. WERREN: Yeazh. Nc. We had a good
discussion last wesk, Pat mentioned a lot
of -- the different discussions he has had.
Pat, 1f you want to say anything else. But I
think we have been talking about it kind
of -—— I feel like for a couple years, and we
are just kind of finally getting it moving
and going.

MR. FOLTZ: Right.

MER. DECRIO: And I think Member Cerreta

had brought up last week that -- wanted to
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make sure that Council was, you know, put on
notice officially as to when this would -- if
and when this were to ever happen, and it's
written into the ordinance that Council must
provide at least 14 days' advance notice of
any change. So there will be plenty of
communicaticn between administration and
Council at -- at the time that that would
occur in the future.

MR. FONTE: Thanks -- thanks, Pat.

MR. FOLTZ: Yeah, I appreciate that. Sco
I'm ready to move forward for first reading,
unless there are any other comments.

MR. FONTE: Nope.

MS. WERREN: Second, Werren.

MR. PETERS: All right. All in favor,
say "aye."
MR. FOLTZ: Avye.
MR. PETERS: Ave.
MR. REVOLDT: Ave,
MR. CERRETA: Avye.
MR. FONTE: Aye.
MS. WERREN: Aye.
MR. STROIA: Aye.

MR. PETERS: Opposed?
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{No response.)

MR. PETERS: All right. Motion carries.
Meving on -- and --

MR. DEORIO: Mr. President.

MR. PETERS: Yes, sir.

MR. DEORIO: I just wanted to put it out
here before you read this one, that at some
pcint during this, I would -- T would like to
ask that an emergency clause be added to this
ordinance.

MR. PETERS: Yeah, I was just going to
ask that gquestion. I thought we discussed
that in committee last week.

MR. DEORIO: I theought so. But just in
case we didn't, I thought I'd bring it up
that for purposes of, you know, ensuring
good, safe, clean drinking water, I really
need to -get this into effect as qguickly as
possible.

MR. PETERS: Yeah, I -- I would agree
with you. In our discussion last week, I
think it was very clear what could -- what
the worst possible case scenario could be. I
prefer it to have an emergency clause put

into this. Doces anyone else on Council
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disagree with that?

MR. DEOQRIO: Probably should let the Law
Director weigh in on that.

MR. PETERS: I'm sorry. Tim.

MR. FOX: Yes, sir, I would agree. This
absolutely is -- is an essential, you know,
portion of providing potable, safe drinking
water to our residents. And this is, you
know, a -- a prevention issue from, you know,
cur -- our main utility that we provide
residents. They have to have safe drinking
water. And so the backflow prevention device
and the -- the system and protocel and
inspections that we put in place certainly
meets criteria of an emergency legislation.

I would recommend it, as well.

MR. FONTE: Thank you.

MR, FOX: You are welcome.
MR. PETERS: Okay. Sco let's -- should
I =~ should 1 just --

MR. REVOLDT: You need to read it and
then we'll make a motion to amend and insert
the emergency clause.

MR. CERRETA: There you go.

MR. PETERS: Thank you. All right.
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MR. REVOLDT: I move the first reading of
Ordinance 40 -- 41-2020.

MR. CERRETA: I'll second it. Cerreta.

MR. PETERS: All in favor, say "aye."

MR. FOLTZ: Aye.

MR. PETERS: Ave.

MR. REVOLDT: Aye.

MR. CERRETA: Ave.,

MR. FONTE: Aye.

MS. WERREN: Aye.

MR. STROIA: Aye.

MR. PETERS: Opposed?

{(No response.)

MR. PETERS: Motion carries. Thank you,

Tim.

MR. FOX: An ordinance authorizing the
Director of Administration to develop,
implement, and maintain administrative
policies, guidelines, and fees governing the
testing of backflow prevention devices
pursuant to the provisions of Section 935.10,
backflow prevention device, of the codified
ordinances of the City of North Canton.

MR. PETERS: All right. Thank you.

Chairman Cerreta.
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MR. CERRETA: Okay. We discussed this
last week. We just discussed it now. I
would move to amend this to add an emergency
clause to it.

MR. REVOLDT: Revoldt seconds.

MR. PETERS: All in favor, say "aye."

MR. FCLTZ: Avye.

MR. PETERS: Avye.

MR. REVOQLDT: Avye.

MR. CERRETA: Avye.

MR. FONTE: Aye.

MS. WERREN: Ave.

MR. STRCIA: Ave.

MR. PETERS: Cpposed?

{No response.)

MR. PETERS: All rignt. Mction carries.

May I have a mcticn and a second to
suspend the rules of Council?

MR. REVOLDT: We need a motion to adopt
the first reading.

MR. FOLTZ: Let's adopt it, yeah.

MR. PETERS: Yeah. Thank you. May I
have & motion and a second to the adopt the
first reading Ordinance 41-2020 as amended to

include an emergency clause?
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MR.
MR.
MR.
MR.
MR.
MR.
MR.
MR.
MS.
MR.
MR.
(No
MR .

Now

REVOLDT: Revoldt moves.

FOLTZ: Foltz seconds.

PETERS: Al1l in favor, say "aye."
FOLTZ: -Ave.

PETERS: Avye.

REVQOLDT: Avye.,

CERRETA: Ave.

FONTE : Aye.

WERREN: Avye.

STROIA: Aye.

PETERS: Opposed?

response. )

PETERS: All right. Motion carries.

may I have a motion and a second to

suspend the rules of Council for three

readings?

ME.

MRK.

MR.

MR

MR.

MR.

MR.

MK.

MR,

REVOLDT: So moved.

CERRETA: Motion. Cerreta.
REVCLDT: Revoldt seconds.
PETERS: All in favor, say "aye."
FOLTZ: Avye.

PETERS: Avye.

REVOLDT: Aye.

CERRETA: Aye.

FCNTE: Avye.
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MS. WERREN: Aye.

MR. STROIA: Aye.

MR. PETERS: Opposed?

(No response.)

MR. PETERS: All right. Mction carries.

And, finally, a motion and a second to
approve under suspension.

MR. REVOLDT: Revcldt moves.

MR. CERRETA: Cerreta, second.

MR. PETERS: All in favor, say "aye."

MR. FOLTZ: Avye.

MR. PETERS: Avye.

MR. REVOLDT: Aye.

MR. CERRETA: Aye.

MR. FONTE: Aye.,

MS. WERREN: Avye.

MR. STROIA: Aye,

MR. PETERS: Opposed?

(No response.)

MR. PETERS: All right. Motion carries.

Next up, department reports. Deputy
Director of Administration.

MS. FARINA: I have nc report. Thank
you.

MR. PETERS: Thank you, Catherine.
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Director of Administration.

MR. DEORIO: No report.

MR. PETERS: Is that "no repocrt™?

MR, DEORIO: I'm sorry. No report.
Thank you.

MR. PETERS: Thank you, Patrick.

Mavyvor Wilder.

MR. WILDER: Yes. Good evening. Thank

you. Just a comment; I understand the
attention surrcunding Bitzer Park. T -——- it
is -- you kncw, we have about ten

neighborhood parks, but Bitzer Park is a
really beautiful, well-located urban park
here -- right here in our town center.

And the redesigning of Bitzer Park has
been discussed for several years. I know
illustraticns or renderings from the 2012
improvement plan may not exactly resemble the
plans for these days. Changes happen. I
believe the revisions to the park improvement
is to make it more usable and enjoyable for
the benefit of the general public. Careful
consideration will continue to be taken for
existing trees, plants, and shrubs, and

especially the veterans memorial. That's

Premier Court Reporting
Canton 330.492.4221 Akron 33(C.9%28.1418




10

11

12

i3

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

33

just a general comment on Bitzer Park.

And I just want to continue to caution
our public and our residents of the need to
foilow the guidelines c¢f the recommendations
for the Centers of Disease -- Disease Control
and prevention and the Ohioc Department of
Health, our Stark County Health Department,
and the officer -- office of the Governor,
State of Ohio, please, to -- I strongly
recommend and encourage tc wear your face
coverings in public, practice vyour social and
physical distancing. Six feet is the
recommendation. Continue washing your hands
with soap and water for 20 seconds, and use
hand sanitizer as often as needed, and
conducting self-health checks daily to
protect yocurself and others, and hopefully to
stop the spread of the Coronavirus.

411 I can ask is for us to continue to do
that and take care of each other as we -- as
we follow those guidelines., So just a couple
comments tonight for our public, and thank
them for their input. That's all I have, Mr.
President. Thank you.

MR. PETERS: Thank you, Mavor.

Premier Court Reporting
Canton 330.49%2.4221 Akron 330.9%28.1418




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

1%

20

21

22

23

24

23

34

Director of Law.

MR. FOX: Thank you, sir. Just nothing
more, for this summer, as the Mayor said,
please feollow thése guidelines, be safe, and
let's have everyone and their families and so
forth return energized for the -- for the
next term. Thank you.

MR. PETERS: All right. Thank you.

Directcr of Finance.

MS. ALARBACK: Thank you. I have just two
reminders for our residents and our
businesses. July 15th, which is Wednesday of
this week, 1s the extended tax filing
deadline, not just for the City of North
Canton, for the IRS and for the State of Ohio
and for the City of North Canton. S50 2019
taxes need to be filed and paid by July 15th.
That's one reminder.

My second reminder, we sent letters out
to accounts that have nct had payments or
have amounts still remaining due on their
water bills. July 15th is also the date that
we are going teo resume penalties. So they
will be assessed on your outstanding water

bills and shut-offs will resume August 25th.
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50 by the 15th, you -- you can either pay
your bill or call our utility department and
get set up on a payment plan by Wednesday,
July 15th, so you don't have any extra
penalties. And that's ail I have.

MR. FONTE: Thank yocu.

MS5. ALABACK: Yes.

MR. PETERS: All right. Thank you, Jina.

Engineer Graham.

MR. CGRAHAM: Thank you, Mr. President.
Just a couple guick things for you this
evening. First of all, some really good
news, last week on the grant front, cur
municipal road fund grant the commissioners
hand out each year, it's kasically our fair
share based on the license plate fee
collections. Our fair share is somewhere
around $87,C000 per year. And last year you
recall we got a little over $£202,000 for our
Easthill projects.

We had similar success this year. They
gave us 5$180,000 nmunicipal road fund for our
East Maple Street project. And of that,
we'll split it 50/50 with the commissioners

and county engineer for -- for the bridge
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porticn. And also, you know, that's a
hundred grand over our fair share. We got
another $40,000 for our Portage Street
repaving project. Soc we gct, all in all,
$220,000 to go with the $202- we got last
year, again, when our fair share is closer to
587-. S0 we are gulite fortunate there.

Secondly, just a guick update on our
prcjects. You probably see in our first wave
of projects this spring and early summer is
kind of coming to an end with a few wrapping
up in the next ccuple weeks. And I kind of
want to mention three projects coming --
we'll call it cur second wave.

I've got a pre-censtruction meeting
Thursday morning with our contractor for the
Easthill project. Superior Paving is looking
to get started on that around the end of
July, beginning of August. Thursday
afternoon, I have ancther pre-construction
meeting with the East Maple contractor.
That's Central Allied Enterprises. They are
looking also to get started on East Maple
around the end of the month or early August.

S0 those two will be kicking cff while we are

®
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on break.

And then the third and final large
capital project we had in the budget was the
Pittsburgh waterline. That's where we had
the CDBG funding. The commissioners have set
the bid date. They'll open bids. Since
there is CDBG funding in the project, they'll
handle the bidding and the construction
contract. And they are going to cpen bids on
Tuesday, August 18th. So the hope 1is we can
still get that in in the fall.

And unless there are any other guestions,
that completes my report, Mr. President.

MR. PETERS: All right,.

MR. FONTE: Thanks, Rob.

MR. PETERS: Thank you, Rob.

Council Clerk Young.

MR. YOUNG: My only report is that Jen
Boger, our local representative to -- or from
the Ohio Ethics Commission, had asked me to
one last time remind all elected officials
and everyone who ran for office in 2019 that
the extended filing date for financial
exposure forms is Wednesday, July 15th.

MR. PETERS: Hey, Ben, can ycu also touch
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on what you and I discussed today regarding
the interview next Tuesday?

MR. YQUNG: Yes. So today, the office of
Council conducted preliminary interviews for
our fall interns. And next Tuesday, Council
President Peters and Council Vice-President
Revoldt will be interviewing the top two
candidates to be selecting our intern for the
fall.

Our current intern at Walsh has elected
to apply for the internship with the City of
North Canton law department, instead of
staying with Council; so --

MR. PETERS: Best of luck to him.

MR. YOUNG: He will be with us through
August 17th, and then that next week, the new
intern will begin.

MR. PETERS: All right. Outstanding.
Thank yocu, Ben.

Okay. Next up, Council reports. Member
Foltz.

MR. FOLTZ: Thank ycu. Just tc weigh in
on Bitzer Park, I appreciate the Mayor's
comments. I appreciate the public having

their point of view and discussing that and
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signing petiticns. That's the way government
should work. We have been listening.

I think just to retract a little bit, as

far as what's heard here lately, I think -- I
think it was June 29%th -- you know, recently
it's been a blur as far as our meetings. But

I believe we had a committee meeting, and I
had an opportunity to meet with our Director
DeOric and then Cathy Farina there. And we
discussed the trees.

And I think we found a pretty good
compromise here of some of the existing trees
that were already there that we were going to
save. I believe nine of them; four oaks, a
tulip, a buckeye, two locusts, and at least
one maple. Maybe another maple if -- if the
construction goces right.

Sc I believe doing that gives us the
opportunity to keep the existing trees that
we can save, and then plant other trees
around it, So -- s0 the discussion points
were we'll have another tree growth come in
as a phase two when these mature trees
actually reach their life span.

Sc I think that's the win. We are
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combining existing shade trees, hardwoods,
with new shade trees coming in with the new
project. The pines and some of the crabs,
the ornamental crabks, the ornamental trees,
even though they are in the park, they are
really not good shade trees. The pines, 1f
you are going to put a structure in, you are
going to have to lose some of the trees or --
or cut down some of them.

The pines themselves are pretty well, I
say, distressed. Other words are, you know,
they are reaching their life expectancy right
now, and there is not a lot of room for them
to continue in their shape cor form to be
preductive for the public.

So I think it's a win where we are at
with -- with ten. I applaud the citizens for
getting involved. And I think when we are
all said and done, I think it's going to be a
great project that we -- we can all be proud
of. Thank you.

MR. PETERS: All right. Thank you, Doug.
And T would simply say and echo Doug's
comments., T agree with everything he said.

I think we found a geocod compromise. I'm

Premier Court Reporting
Canton 330.492.4221 Akron 330.928.1418




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

41

excited to see the finished product. Change
is never easy. But I think once this project
is complete and the folks have seen the final
product, I think you are going to be very
proud of what is in the square.

So moving on, Member Werren.

M3, WERREN: Thanks. Dcug, you summed it
up perfectly. And 1 just appreciate both
sides, and, you know, the comments and the
reflecticn and the thoughtfulness. But this
is just phase cne of what we are doing with
the park, and all -- sc much is grant money.
And we just have a lot of possibilities for
what we can kind of create for a town center.
Sc I'm excited. And thanks for everyone's
hard work. Thanks.

MR. PETERS: All right. Thank you,
Steph.

Member Fonte.

MR. FONTE: Yes. Thanks, everybody.
Thanks for the input from our guests. A lot
of great points there, which, again, gave us
pause to make sure that we did cur due
diligence to make sure. And Doug summed it

up pretty well, I agree with that.
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I just wanted to point out, you know,
with the COVID and all the distractions and
everything, just, you know, it's important to
remember the devil strips in front of your
properties, to kind of maintain those. I
mean, I was driving down Everhard Road again
today, and, vyou know, it's looking sloppy.

There are a couple properties that look
like they are in the City of North Canton,
but they have never been annexed in; closer

to the train tracks on the north side of the

street. There are some areas LChat you can't
even walk through. So I have been in contact
with the -- the Plain Township people, and

they are trying to get their street
department over there te clean it all up.

And there are scme other areas that we
noticed that we are trying te get cleaned up.
But maybe if we get a chance, maybe we stick
it in the water bill toc remind people. The
devil strip -- you know, please take care of
your devil strip. Make it lock nice and
neat, so we have a nice, tidy, little
community. Lead by example. Right?

And the other thing is, there are a lot

°

®
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of small businesses that are struggling to
stay in business, and we want to always
support our local businesses, especially when
they are in the City, paying taxes. Right?

The other thing I was going to mention
is -- 1is that, Rob, you know, you are really
kicking it up on the street department. I
keep heping there is going to be a little
excess money there to fix cne little section
that I keep talking about. But maybe we'll
get all our utilities and all that next year.
But if nothing else, maybe we patch that
section of Glenwcod where it needs 1it,

And then the final thing is everybody
have a great summer. A&nd if you had a magic
wand, what would ycu do with it? Jina®?
That's all.

MR. PETERS: All right. Thank vyou, Dom.

Member Cerreta.

MR. CERRETA: Yes. First of all, Rob,

your road projects, okay, you know,

Applegrove, the Sanctuary neighborhood —- 1
know Portage is coming along. You have done
a great Jjob. I know =~- you know, beforehand,

you were listening on Facebcok or if you saw
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people complaining, what are they doing,
what's going on with Applegrove. But, you
know, 1t looks terrific. And I don't hear
anybody on there saying, or see, hey, that
looks terrific.

Sc I'm telling you, it looks great. Ycu
did a wonderful job on Applegrove. It's a
main throughway through our City, in and out.
So wonderful job there. And thanks for the
grants that you are having there for us
meoving feorward.

With respect to the Bitzer Park and the
trees -- and I know a lot of comments were
made here. And, you know, I do also want to
commend those folks who have the passion and
commitment Lo exercise. You know, we all do
respect that.

I grew up here, and I have always said
this Council is not the people. We represent

the people. And so it 1s good tc listen to

different opinions and sc on. I always

said -- I always like to refer to it as a
coach. Scomecne, though, does have to call
the plays when it's all over. You can't just

listen to the crowd the whole time, when you
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are moving forward and trying to -- to be
successful, in this case, for our community's
success,

So when I lcook at Bitzer Park, I see a
park that's used by the community maybe two
or three times a year. And some folks walk
through there and they see a memorial, which
it's not a cemetery. It is a memorial. And
the more people that see that thing, the more
people will recognize, you know, what those
folks did for our -- our world today. And
rather than just putting it somewhere that --
it's great for a lot of people to come in and
see that.

But many of us, like including myself, I

like to loock at Bitzer Park as -- as kind of
our little Central Park in New York. You
know, and -- but that park has events and

stuff that do attract people. B&And I think we
need to do that.

I -- I am very hopeful that when we see
this new park, the renditions that the State
money is going to pay for to add this
wonderful community thing, you know, so I --

I think that -- I can't wait to see it.
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And now when you start looking at the
question of the trees, and the scenario of
that tree reminds me of what we did on East
Maple Street about five, six years ago. We
had all those large, old dirty ocak trees that
lined East Maple Street next to the Hoover
building, and we took those down. And some
people were outraged. Some of the same
people that are here talking about this
subject.

and we took those old, dirty trees down
and replaced them with wonderful, pretty
trees that bloom in the spring. They don't
tear up the sidewalk. We widened the
sidewalk. We made it safer to walk. We gave
it a cleaner look. It's a beautiful, vyeou
know, additicn to the City, with the brick
pillars and fence and sc on. So I expect us
to do the same thing and get the same
feedback that we have gotten on that te the
park in itself.

So, vou know, fcor the folks that, you
krnow, are locoking at the trees, I think you
are still looking at the -- the architect's

rendition. I think Doug mentioned that he

.
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added some trees. And I -- that could even
change even more, because I want shade when I

go to events down there.

So I think that the -- the project is
the -- is really the best thing for our
community now and in the future. I think it

needs to be maintained going forward with it.
Again, as much shade as possible. And I
guess I want to lcocok at it -- and I think we
should all look at it, if this was our own
house, and you had some big, old trees with
them pending on your sidewalk or driveway or
patio, and you had grant money to build a
wonderful surrounding area that your family
could use for many years tc come, with the
choice of additional new trees for the
future, what would you do?

I think it's a pretty simple thing. And
if I was calling the plays, I would call the
same play that we are doing right now. But I
do -- I do think we need to look at how much
more shade we can put in there. So that's
all from Cerreta. Everybody have a gocd --

MR. FONTE: Hey, Mark --

MR. CERRETA: -—- time off there, and be
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safe. Yep.

MR. FONTE: Mark, couldn't they plant
even just a little bit -- instead of the baby
trees, a few little bit larger trees? Since
we are older --

MR. CERRETA: Yep.

MR. FONTE: -- maybe we don't have to
wait as long for them grow to privacy. You
know, that's just a thought.

ME. CERRETA: As big of trees as
possible.

MR. FONTE: Ckavy.

MR. CERRETA: Yep.

MR. FONTE: Got it.

MR. PETERS: All right. Thank you, Mark.
Excellent comments,

Next up, Member Strois.

MR. STROIA: Hey, everybody. Thank you,
Chuck, Joseph, Jodil, and Denise. I
appreciate your enthusiasm. I agree and echo
the same sentiments that Mark and Doug had
sald. Thank you, Mayor, for your addresses.
I know everybody greatly still appreciates
that.

And buy and support local. And I'm
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looking at the paving project on Portage
right now, and it's coming along very nicely.
S0 I appreciate that, as well. Thank vyou,
everybody, and have a good break.

MR. PETERS: All right. Thank vou, Matt.
Okay. At this time, final call for new
business --

MR. CERRETA: How abcout Daryl? Did we
hear from Daryl?

MR. PETERS: Daryl. I'm sorry. Daryl.

MR, REVOLDT: Thank ycou.

MR. PETERS: I passed over you. I
apologize.

MR. FOLTZ: Wait. bo we have a motion
for Daryl to address Council? I don't know
if we're going to pass this right now.

MR. REVOLDT: You better set up a
five-minute limit on my --

MR. PETERS: Oh, my goodness,

MR. FCLTZ: This is going to be
a filibuster, isn't it?

MR. PETERS: Oh, my goodness.,

MR. CERRETA: We are never golng to end
this meeting now.

MR. PETERS: Here we go.
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MR. REVOLDT: Well, before we go off to
break, I'd like to make a couple observations
about the comments made tonight. And as I do
from time to time, given my particular
vintage, I gc back -- I go back in time to
previous Memorial Day parades. Probably many
of you don't realize that the City, back in
the '80s, experimented with a number of
routes for 1ts parade. And, eventually, that
Memorial Day parade came down Main Street and
ended at Bitzer. And the idea was to draw
the people who watch the parade to a brief
program to reflect on the meaning of Memorial
Day. We wanted a crowd to gather at the
City's historic square.

You know, this was the place where our

veterans marched off to the Civil War. It's
where we burned the Kaiser. And as we got
well into that -- well into the 20th century,

it became the gathering place for a number of
historic events; the tree -- the Hoover tree
lighting, and then subsequently our own tree
lighting, the 4th of July run, which is, you
know, almost 50-plus years old. The square

is our community gathering place.

°
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Now, 1t has been characterized that
somehow this is not respected by using the
square for that purpose. And I would argue
that one of the reasocns that that veterans
memorial was created was so people would see
it, as T think Mark referenced. We didn't
want to tuck it away in some location where
cnly a handful c¢of people would ever stop and
reflect.

And, in fact, I would also point out that
the plagues on the back of that memorial came
from the Hoover Company, where it hung in a
small alcove, where people clocking in avery
day walked past it. And that act of going to
work was no disrespect -- that is no
disrespect to the honcr of the pecple who are
starred on that plaque.

So I'm really comfortable with having
that memorial in that park where, on at least
three or four occasions, it can be surrounded
by townsmen. And more importantly, we have
had over the years what I consider First
Amendment activities on that square. What
better way to remind ourselves of cur

commitment to that First Amendment than those
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who have given their lives in its protection
and defense.

New, I would say that -- ana first of
all, as -- I applaud those who have spoken
this evening. I think we all want to be
responsive public commitment. But it's a
Two-way street. We have open records, open
meetings. I do not believe public discourse
igs -- is served by petitions that may not be
complete. And I have looked at it, a
petition that has a name and an e-mail

address, but no residential address.

Think about that a second. Every one of
us -- every cne of us, when we sign a
petition, puts cur address con it. And I

think we live in this age where we tend to
use a little bit of hyperbole when we
describe -- we describe situaticons. But to
say that our concern for pedestrian safety is

a scare tactic I think does us a disservice

as we -- as we legitimately work through
issues.

And my expectation is that -- and I speak
only for myself -- that I expect -- I expect
when a person comes to the mike -- and I have
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said this to Chuck repeatedly -- we stick to
the facts and we address the facts and don't
dismiss themn. It has to do with respecting
the opinions of all.

And that, Mr. Peters, is the way I'm
going to close up before summer break.

MR. PETERS: Thank you, Daryl. That was
well worth the wait.

MR. FOLTZ: Amen.

MR. PETERS: All right. At this -- at
this time, I will now have final call for new
business to Council.

(No response.)

MR. PETERS: And seeing ncone, the only
thing I have on the meeting calendar is we
will return August 17th, Committee of the
Whele. And that concludes_our agenda., I'1l1
entertain a motion to aajourn.

MR. CERRETA: Cerreta moves to adjourn.

MR. FOLTZ: Foltz seconds.

MR, PETERS: All in favor, say "ave."

MR. FOLTZ: Aye.

MR. PETERS: Aye,

MR. REVOLDT: Aye.

MR. CERRETA: Aye.
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MR. FONTE: Aye.

MS. WERREN: Aye.

MS. STROIA: Aye.

MR. PETERS: Opposed?

(No response.)

MR. PETERS: Motion carries. We are
adjourned. Everyone have a great summer.
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